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WASHINGTON -- Congressman John Olver (D-1st District) announced                today that the Berkshire County Committee on Homelessness -- a consortium                of&nbsp; housing advocates --&nbsp; was awarded two grants through                the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development's Supportive                Housing Program (SHP).&nbsp; The Family Life Support Center, Inc.                in Adams will administer a $251,394 grant to provide transitional                housing for individuals and families in North County.&nbsp; Construct,                Inc. in Great Barrington will administer a $99,750 grant to provide                transitional housing for single adults and support services to South                County residents.              

Congressman Olver contacted HUD Secretary Andrew Cuomo on behalf                of the Berkshire County Committee on Homelessness to request a favorable                and expeditious approval of the grant application.              

"This funding is desperately needed by housing advocates who work                diligently on behalf of the homeless and disadvantaged.&nbsp; These                grants will greatly enhance their collective ability to deliver                needed services in a comprehensive and streamlined way throughout                Berkshire County," Olver said.              

"Most importantly, the funds will help to improve the lives of                those who are currently homeless, and will proactively help to combat                the problems that lead to homelessness."              

The Supportive Housing Program assists homeless providers to acquire,                build, renovate and operate facilities that serve homeless families                and individuals. Additionally, the SHP is designed to help fund                programs that offer homeless people the housing and supportive services                they need to move out of homelessness and to achieve independent                living.              

For more information on the programs, please contact: 
               Peter Briguglio, Family Life Support Center, Inc. at 413-743-7957                
               Cara Davis, Construct, Inc. at (413) 528-1985             
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